
To the Florida Atlantic University Community,  
 
FAU marked another significant milestone in its history on Tuesday, Feb. 19, as we announced 
that our football stadium will be named GEO Group Stadium in recognition of a $6 million 
philanthropic gift to the University. The Board of Trustees unanimously voted to approve the 
gift and the new stadium name.  
 
The GEO Group is a well-respected Boca Raton-based company that employs 18,000 worldwide 
and more than 2,000 in South Florida, including two former FAU student body presidents. The 
GEO Group’s CEO and Chairman George Zoley, Ph.D., is a two-time alumnus, former member 
and chair of FAU’s Board of Trustees, as well as a former member of the FAU Foundation Board. 
The GEO Group has supported FAU’s events, scholarships, academic programs and the 
intercollegiate athletic program for more than a decade, and was an inaugural suite holder 
upon the opening of the stadium in 2011.  
 
Discussions between FAU and The GEO Group regarding a major gift to the University have 
been ongoing for several years. These dialogues increased throughout 2012 and culminated in 
last week’s announcement. FAU is grateful for this gift and the commitment of The GEO Group 
to the community it serves. The gift will be used to support FAU athletics, the stadium, 
scholarships and academic priorities. FAU and The GEO Group Foundation also will continue to 
work together to create solid learning opportunities for our students, specifically in the areas of 
criminal justice, social work and nursing.  
 
Higher education is faced with many fiscal challenges, and philanthropic assistance to 
universities has become vital to maintaining the programs and services offered to students. 
Thanks to the efforts of so many faculty and staff, FAU has worked diligently to ensure 
increased private funding and The GEO Group embraces the mission of this University. In 
addition, The GEO Group Foundation contributes more than $1 million annually to scholarships, 
local charities, public schools and other worthy causes, illustrating the company’s commitment 
to education and rehabilitation.  
 
We are grateful for this gift, proud to be Owls and hope to see everyone at our first home 
football game as members of Conference USA on Saturday, Sept. 21.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jennifer O’Flannery Anderson, Ph.D.                                   Pat Chun 
Vice President of Community Engagement                           Director of Athletics  
Executive Director of the FAU Foundation, Inc. 
 
This message is being sent on behalf of the Division of Community Engagement and the 
Department of Athletics. 
 


