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STATEMENT BY WEST PALM BEACH MAYOR JERI MUOIO 

 

Following the events of the past two weeks, I have talked with my leadership team, and we have 

put together a four part transition plan to move the city forward. 

 

First, all public records requests involving the city’s police department will be handled 

exclusively by the police department.  This will avoid repeating the events of the past two weeks 

during which IT employees were tasked with collecting emails across the city including emails 

from the police department. 

 

Second, we will immediately be revising the city policy dealing with records requests to create a 

more uniform process.  Moving forward, all public records requests are now handled by the city 

clerk, and the city clerk will ensure each department fulfills its responsibility to review a request 

before its release. 

 

Next, we have begun to look at how police department emails can be stored on a separate system 

apart from other city departments.  There must be an impenetrable firewall between police 

communications and the rest of the city. 

 

Finally, at the suggestion of Elliot Cohen, our Communications Director, I will be asking the city 

administrator and department heads to assume the role as public spokespeople for the city.  

 

Both Elliot and I agree the current media climate has affected his ability to fulfill that role, and 

while it was not his responsibility to review or redact the information handed to him, media 

attention has nevertheless focused on him.  

 

This step does not reflect any change in my support for Elliot, and as the city’s Communications 

Director he remains an important member of my team. 

 

Upon my return next week, I will immediately meet to evaluate the steps we have taken and I 

will be pushing my team to look at other steps we can take to ensure the events of the past two 

weeks are never repeated. 

 

 

Jeri Muoio 

Mayor, City of West Palm Beach 

 


